Halloween Party Decorating on a Dime

Start with a Theme (It Helps You Focus)

Choose a clear theme--Haunted Carnival, Witch's Brew Bash, Monster Mash, Glow-in-the-Dark
Graveyard, etc.--and build your decorations around it. This makes it easier to source or DIY

coordinated décor using fewer materials.

Shop Dollar Stores & Thrift Shops

Dollar Tree, Five Below, and secondhand stores are goldmines in October. Look for plastic spiders,
string lights, creepy cloth, black tablecloths, and candles. Thrifted black sheets, lace curtains, or

costume pieces make great spooky backdrops.
DIY Your Decorations

Ghosts: Stuff white trash bags or sheets with newspaper. Hang from trees or ceiling.
Floating Candles: Use paper towel rolls, hot glue, white paint, and battery tea lights.
Bloody Handprints: Red food coloring or washable paint on windows and doors.

Creepy Jars: Fill mason jars with water and food coloring, add plastic eyeballs or bugs.
Use What You Already Have

Black garbage bags become faux curtains, table runners, or haunted house walls.
Cardboard boxes transform into tombstones, coffins, or creepy carnival booths.

Dig through your Christmas bin for string lights (especially orange or purple ones).
Go Big with Lighting

Swap bulbs for red, green, or blacklight bulbs.
Flashlights, strobe lights, and even solar garden lights help set a spooky scene.

Projector lights with Halloween slides are a one-time buy that goes a long way.
Printable Props & Signs

Use free or low-cost printables to create signs like:
"Witch Parking Only", "Zombie Crossing", "Face Painting Booth".

Print and mount on foam boards, pallets, or cardboard.
Enlist Community Help

Ask friends, neighbors, or local groups for unused decorations. Many people are happy to lend or

donate Halloween décor they no longer use.
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Halloween Party Decorating on a Dime

Decorate with Candy & Treats

Use wrapped candy in jars, cauldrons, or bowls as both décor and party favors. Create a "candy
graveyard" or use candy eyeballs in pudding cups or punch.

Utilize Nature

Dead branches, leaves, sticks, pinecones, and pumpkins from your yard = free décor!
Spray paint twigs black or silver for eerie centerpieces.

Carve or paint pumpkins with glow paint or spooky faces.
Repurpose Everyday ltems

Coffee filters = spiderwebs
Toilet paper rolls = bats or eyes

Milk jugs = glowing ghosts (just add tea lights and draw faces!)

BONUS TIP: Decorate in Layers

Start with lighting and large pieces, then layer in details like cobwebs, spiders, and props. This

makes even simple setups look professionally done!
Final Thoughts

With a little imagination and a few strategic purchases, you can transform any space into a
Halloween wonderland perfect for a party or fundraiser. Don't forget to involve your

community--volunteers and donations can help turn budget limitations into creative opportunities!
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